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My practice is mainly concered with the  
effects of actions. I am intrigued by the plethora 
and ambiguity of the repercussions of these 
actions and what this means for an individual 
within society.

The butterfly effect of actions, gestures  
and routines of our modern lives. 
>  Can a swipe on a mobile phone lead  

to data fed political gains?
>  How the lap is more than just a place  

to put your laptop. 
>  Documenting a secret language publically 

transmitted to a nation.
>  How others’ routes can determine the  

final destination.

>  What it means to grow-up as  
a designed DNA individual.

>  How a 3D scan impacts on  
3D reality.

>  Objects of friction created by patent  
wars that fight for the ownership of  
user intuition.

>  When the body’s make up determines  
a body typeface.

Emma SingletonEmma Singleton



Fingering (Thesis)

Digital gestures, swipes, scrolls, clicks and 
zooms: are they just a method for us to control 
our touch sensitive devices, or, do they also serve 
to harvest and read our emotional reactions?

BA Graphic Design thesis about the effects  
of the actions we daily utilise to control touch 
sensitive devices.



 <<< Swipe >>> 
 
“…Companies such as Google and Apple and  
the organisations that use their platforms, are 
able to gather data on how we react emotionally 
to the content they present to us through our 

smart-phone screens. How we use digital 
gestures, such as taps, swipes and pinches, 
conveys messages that go beyond how we  
think into our subconscious — a goldmine  

indeed for those intent on profiling us for  
the purposes of advertising.”

Afterword, K.S







3

PARENTAL LAP

LAPTOP

LAP OF THE GODS

LAP OF CLOTH

FALL INTO THE LAP
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GEOGRAPHICAL LAP

2

4

6

8

3

Th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
3 

sl
id

es
 fe

at
ur

es
 3

/9
 o

f t
he

 re
se

ar
ch

ed
 te

xt
s 

>>
>

Graduation Project - LAP

The/ A/ Your/ Our Lap is an uncertain thing. Lap 
by definition is the space a child is placed to be 
cared for, it’s the area between the waist and 
knees of a seated person, it’s a portable device 
that can be opened up anywhere, it’s a sexy 

performance for eager paying pundits, it’s out 
of human control, it’s living in very comfortable 
condition, it’s a hanging flap on garments, it’s 
geographically the valley between two hills and  
it grants something without having been asked.

It’s not about the lap it’s about how to Lap dance 
in the lap of the Gods whilst being nourished 
between two thighs.
  A colelction of laps with interlapping texts 

derived from researched writings.



Sharing the pleasure of intimately eating 
from the body whilst sitting with one 
another naturally allowing the narratives 
of discussion to become the taste buds’ 
distraction. It is this experience of mutual 
physical and mental nourishment has for 
*17 years been rejected by lonely, false, 
filtered realities.  Normative ‘Netflix and
chill’ saturates the ritualized space of a 
seasonal Chaji tea ceremony.

Millennials grow up being nourished 
between two thighs — psychologically and 
physiologically overindulging to be able to 
keep up with the best new releases that 
everyone at work is watching.
* VDU, Visual Display Unity
*   2002 “The Bachelor” aired on ABC marking the 

first of many reality TV shows 

NOURISHED BETWEEN TWO THIGHS 
Parental lap/ physical lap

Fast food, quick ready meals and shiny 
screens, habitually eating from the lap  
in-front of pixels as company.

 23   to 38 year olds overindulge on 
nourishment. They addictively consume 
from the lap of consumption.

Desiring to participate in two for one, one 
month free offers. A millennial sit slumped 
in-front of a screen washing away the 
flavour of their food with a ready-made 
bingeable script. The act of eating, of being 
satisfactorily nourished wanes, as the 
*VDU numbs taste buds. 

Screen-lit dining with a side of Netflix is 
culinarily underwhelming. Unlike an ‘up 
next’ spicy algo-rithmically seasoned 
series. The relationship is consummated 
between the binge of a series and the 
binge of a packet of complimentary prawn 
crackers that came with the ‘Deliveroo’ 
Chinese takeaway.

This food sits in the flat cavity of a lap, 
whilst it’s millennial creator enjoys a stream 
of narratives; connecting nourishment 
with the comfort and care that was once 
experienced from the lap of their parents. 
This connection tempts their generation  
into living a binge on binge lifestyle. 
Turning bodies, laps, into dining tables; 
never checking how much is left on the 
plate in fear of missing live-streamed 
tender moments. 

The act of eating from the lap, sitting  
with food on the thighs feeds back to 
traditional communal nourishment. 
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OPULENT SITUATIONS OUT OF HUMAN 
CONTROL Lap of the Gods/ Lap of Luxury

“Alexa, organize a meeting with Siri next 
Wednesday 10am at Starbucks. Alexa, is 
there life after death? Alexa, is the Pope 
a Catholic? Alexa, what’s the weather like 
today? Alexa, phone Paul. Alexa, preheat 
my oven at 180 degrees for when I’m 
home. Alexa, I have a confession to make. 
Alexa, add hemp seeds to my shopping list 
this week.”

Amazon’s little helper Alexa is at the beck 
and call of the overworked individual. 
Still in their infant stages these ‘smart’ 
speakers including Google assist and Siri 
have made the lives of their owner  
a bit more luxurious. 

These VA’s are ‘time-saving’ on the 
mundanity of life, organising shopping 
list and sending the Tesla to pick up the 
children from school.  Entrusting VA’s 
(Virtual Assistant) with the running of life. 
From this trust they can work miracles, 
supply free time, fast-response, lock doors, 
track fitness and give people the chance  
to fulfil their dreams.   

Of course these little ‘assistants’ are 
always listening in, learning from every 
conversation and storing every piece 
information so they can grow up to be the 
perfect servant. They are the ultimate fly  
on the wall, an unknown algorithm that 
chimes in when people call out its’ ‘wake 
name’. A divine computational god 
amongst men.

The ‘skills’ developed by an artificial 
intelligence are beyond the capabilities of 
any human. Their ability to make people’s 

lives and situations ‘easier’ means it has 
become a 2019 cult item. Compliant yet 
devious. Many may attempt to master the 
algorithms or hack the code but really what 
happens beneath that silky humanlike 
voice is too complex to comprehend.
So, people opt for that easy time-giving 
luxury by asking; “Alexa, will I need an 
umbrella today?” 
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WRAPPED IN THE ‘LUXURY’ OF  
FOLDED CLOTH Lap of Luxury/ Lap pf Cloth

The pure beauty of Aphrodite Venus 
de Milo draped in the exquisite lap of 
folded marble, is a look at the epitome 
of elegance and high class. This guise is 
what the couture fashion houses of Paris 
strive to replicate. With Chanel, Givenchy, 
Dior and Hermes all seeking to design  
and make pious luxury for the muggle 
human physique. 

From the plinth to the catwalks, the folded 
lap of fabric worn by Aphrodite becomes 
unstitched on the high streets of the 
working classes. High streets that wrap 
people walking their pavements with 
clothes that replicate the richness of this 
Greek Goddess. 

These clothes become the skewed and 
folded down versions of the luxury people 
want to be able to afford. Projecting the 
very best of the latest high street trends 
made from 70% polyester, 25% nylon and 
5% wool flammable fabric. People protect 
their bodies with highly toxic fashion as 
they sit in the lap of fabrics that allow them, 
for that moment, a snapshot of the reality 
of a chiselled Goddess made from stone. 

Aphrodite never unravelled under the 
social pressures to follow trends she 
so naturally evokes. Yet the highstreets 
current crushes seem to loosen, warp  
and self-destruct, as soon as the next 
new line is uploaded to our laps. New 
collections drop with uncanny copycat 
folded splendour. 

The store mannequins pinned into the  
folds of the mid-wave fashions are the 

average person’s version of Aphrodite 
Venus de Milo. Within their plastic human 
like form sits the remanence of luxury. 

Affordable extravagance trickles down  
from folded laps of whitened stone.



Details of ‘Lap’ research wriutings publication







Presentation of ‘Lap’ Graduation end Installation 2019 at ArtEZ University (NL)



Polari 
 -  Polari is a 1960’s British hidden, but not  

so descrete, homesexual Language.
The publication including the transcripts of the 
BBC radio comedy program ‘Round the Horne’, 
in which the Polari language was slyly broadcasts 
to the nation, to be heard and enjoyed by those 
who might discriminate against them. At the 

time of bradcast it was a criminal offense to be 
homosexual in the UK. 

At the end of the publication is the lexicon index  
of Polari works the true meanings. 



Scramble

An exercise in intervention, allowing  
the path taken on a zebra crossing to  
be dictated by those walking across it.

A four channel video piece using footage taken 
from online access to the live stream camera of 
Shibuya Crossing Tokyo.



EE Smith

CRISPR is a gene editing method adapted 
from naturally occuring genome editing systems  
in bacteria.

This project researches how thel future 
generations of designed DNA individuals might 
begin to see themselves if appearance and 
identity can be designed? Will the face start 

to become a facade instead of a means of 
identification. A speculative skype conversation 
between past and present EE Smith discussing 
her  detachment to identity. 



Acheiropoieta 
     What data is lost and what is kept? 
A work that, through research, shows how the 
texture map of a 3D scanned torso (used in game 
design and avatars) creates a fabric template that 
produces clothing far from fitting in reality. 

Revealing the manipulations that happen in the 
space between the interface and the processed 
outcome; a space untouchable by the user.



Patented Scroll/ Turn/ Zoom
     An Interactive video installment.
Objects which physically embody the tension 
between the online and the real world. Casting 
the white-spaces that have been created from  
the restrictive patents in partnership with the 

expressive hand. Symbolising the subliminal 
awareness or numbness of an on-life relationship. 
Alienatingly familiar shapes that ask about the 
need for a definition, a name and an owner.These 

three objects of friction question the ownership  
of ‘intuitive’ movements.



EE Body Type

A typeface made from the measurements of  
an individuals body. How personal proportions  
determine pt. size. A body typeface
Collaboration with Einar Anderson.
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